
PREDESTINATION CONTINUED... 
 

APPLYING THE DOCTRINE OF PREDESTINATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANSWERING QUESTIONS 
(a) How is it fair? (Romans 9:14-18) 
(b) Don’t we have free will? (Jn 8:34, 44) 
(c) What about those who appear to stop being Christians?  
(d) Why does God chose A and not B? (Deut. 29:29) 
(e) Why can’t I just do what I like? (Matt. 11:25-30) 

 

FROM THE 39 ARTICLES OF RELIGION 
 
Article XVII. Of Predestination and Election. 
Predestination to Life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations of the 
world were laid) he hath constantly decreed by his counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and 
damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to 
everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour. Wherefore, they which be endued with so excellent 
a benefit of God be called according to God's purpose by his Spirit working in due season: they 
through Grace obey the calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons of God by adoption: they 
be made like the image of his only-begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good works, and 
at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity. 
 
As the godly consideration of Predestination, and our Election in Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and 
unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and such as feel in themselves the working of the Spirit of 
Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh, and their earthly members, and drawing up their mind to 
high and heavenly things, as well because it doth greatly establish and confirm their faith of eternal 
Salvation to be enjoyed through Christ, as because it doth fervently kindle their love towards God: So, 
for curious and carnal persons, lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have continually before their eyes the 
sentence of God's Predestination, is a most dangerous downfall, whereby the Devil doth thrust them 
either into desperation, or into wretchlessness of most unclean living, no less perilous than 
desperation. 
 
Furthermore, we must receive God's promises in such wise, as they be generally set forth to us in 
holy Scripture: and, in our doings, that Will of God is to be followed, which we have expressly 
declared unto us in the Word of God. 
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Group discussion: 
Read through each of the texts listed below. In each case what is God’s 
predestining work meant to “do” to us? (What is its application?) 
 
Acts 18:9-10 
Colossians 3:12 
Romans 9:20  
John 6:37 
Ephesians 1:3 
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FROM THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH (1646) 
 
Chapter III - Of God's Eternal Decree. 
I. God from all eternity did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely, and 
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass: yet so, as thereby neither is God the 
author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures, nor is the liberty or 
contingency of second causes taken away, but rather established. 
 
II. Although God knows whatsoever may or can come to pass upon all supposed 
conditions, yet hath He not decreed anything because He foresaw it as future, or as that 
which would come to pass upon such conditions. 
 
III. By the decree of God, for the manifestation of His glory, some men and angels are 
predestinated unto everlasting life, and others fore-ordained to everlasting death. 
 
IV. These angels and men, thus predestinated, and fore-ordained, are particularly and 
unchangeably designed, and their number so certain and definite, that it cannot be either 
increased or diminished. 
 
V. Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the foundation of the 
world was laid, according to His eternal and immutable purpose, and the secret counsel 
and good pleasure of His will, hath chosen, in Christ, unto everlasting glory,(i) out of His 
mere free grace and love, without any foresight of faith or good works, or perseverance in 
either of them, or any other thing in the creature, as conditions, or causes moving Him 
thereunto:(k) and all to the praise of His glorious grace. 
 
VI. As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath He, by the eternal and most free 
purpose of His will, fore-ordained all the means thereunto. Wherefore they who are 
elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ, are effectually called unto faith in 
Christ by His Spirit working in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by 
His power through faith, unto salvation.(p) Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, 
effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect only. 
 
VII. The rest of mankind God was pleased, according to the unsearchable counsel of His 
own will, whereby He extendeth or withholdeth mercy, as He pleaseth, for the glory of His 
sovereign power over His creatures, to pass by; and to ordain them to dishonour and 
wrath, for their sin, to the praise of His glorious justice. 
 
VIII. The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled with special 
prudence and care, that men attending the will of God revealed in His Word, and yielding 
obedience thereunto, may, from the certainty of their effectual vocation, be assured of 
their eternal election. So shall this doctrine afford matter of praise, reverence, and 
admiration of God, and of humility, diligence, and abundant consolation to all that 
sincerely obey the Gospel. 
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